
Jessica Sawdon-What a performance! Ta-da!!

Jennifer McIntee not only sings, she rocks the drums too!

Katie Kress danced her socks off on AJ’s stage!

Nathan Fischer and George Hamilton were an
awesome drumming duo!

Ken Veenstra and Nathan Mitzelfeld presented AJ
with a card to thank him for the use of his café.
Katie Kress danced her socks off on AJ’s stage!

Jonathan Maybury was all
smiles while singing his

heart out!

Glen Ramsey wowed the crowd with his high
energy performance of Michael Jackson’s Billy Jean.

Summer was in
the air when

Catherine
Nagrant sang

“Take me out to
the ball game.”

Isaac Sugar and Annette Downey enjoying
the YMCA song.
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OPEN MIC NIGHT AT AJ’S -by Renee Uitto

On Monday June 7th, CLS/OC held its fourth
Open Mic Night (talent show) at AJ’s Café in
Ferndale. The line-up was great and a good
time was had by all! We had everything from
singing and dancing to playing drums and
doing skits. AJ’s Café is a very welcoming
environment. We are very appreciative to AJ
for his great hospitality.

CITIZENS’ ADVISORY
COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER

Renee Uitto authors this newsletter on behalf of the
CLS/OC Citizens’ Advisory Committee



PJ DECUIR -- SHARING HISTORY

PJ DeCuir is a very
personable and talkative
young man who loves to
learn and share his
knowledge. He has diverse
interests which include
history, politics, foreign
languages, and opera. PJ is
currently involved in the

Transitions Program through Rochester Community
Schools at Oakland University. He enjoys classes such
as Introduction to India, German and Art History.

PJ has a strong memory, a curiosity and thirst for
knowledge, and a passion for learning new things. PJ
is an avid reader. He enjoys visiting libraries and
bookstores, and watching the History Channel.
History seems to be his first love, especially the period
and events of World War II.

Three years ago, during PJ’s first Person-Centered
Planning meeting there was much discussion about
how PJ could give back to his community and use his
many talents and skills to bring joy into other lives.
Over the last few years PJ has been doing just that! He
shares his knowledge and passion for reading and
history with others through volunteering.

PJ is an active volunteer at Rochester Public Library
where he sorts books and organizes CDs. He also
volunteers at the prestigious Rochester Hills Museum
at Van Hoosen Farm. At the museum, PJ assists with
wedding preparations, directing guest parking, working
at the reception desk, providing directions during
events, and assisting in the museum gift store. PJ is
also currently in training, and he hopes to be leading
tours at the museum very soon.

There is no doubt that if you visit the Van Hoosen
Farm Museum you will benefit greatly from PJ’s
valuable knowledge and passion for history.

VISIT THE ROCHESTER HILLS VAN
HOOSEN MUSEUM

The Rochester Hills Museum at
Van Hoosen Farm is located at
1005 Van Hoosen Road in
Rochester Hills. The museum
interprets, preserves, and collects
the history of the greater
Rochester area and is a great
place to learn about its history.

The museum is located in Stoney
Creek Village, and is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. This 16-acre museum complex was
home to the Taylor and Van Hoosen families dating
back to 1823. It features structures original to the
property from 1840, to the early 20th century, and has
interesting exhibits highlighting the settlement,
agriculture, industry, and cultural evolution of this
community.

Become a member and receive unlimited admission to
museum buildings and exhibits, subscription to the
Museum Visitor newsletter, invitations to members only
events and exhibit openings, and free or discounted
admission to special events, lectures, and tours. For
more information, visit their website at
www.rochesterhills.org/museum.htm.

CLS/OC thanks the Van Hoosen Museum for all of the
terrific opportunities they have provided for our
CLS/OC volunteers: PJ DeCuir, Ryan Gray, David
Dewitt Taylor, and Tina Rajan and for all that they do to
help preserve the history of our community.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

"If you hear a voice within you say
you cannot paint,

then by all means paint,
and that voice will be silenced."

- Vincent Van Gogh



THE 20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

This month people all over the country are celebrating
the 20th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA). On July 26, 1990, President George H.
W. Bush signed the Americans for Disabilities Act into
law.

Upon its passage, Senator Ted Kennedy spoke on the
Senate floor of its significance, he stated:

"The act has the potential to become one
of the great civil rights laws of our
generation. Disabled citizens deserve the
opportunity to work for a living, ride a
bus, have access to public and
commercial buildings, and do all the
other things that the rest of us take for
granted. Mindless physical barriers and
outdated social attitudes have made them
second class citizens for too long. This
legislation is a bill of rights for the
disabled, and America will be a better
and fairer nation because of it."

Nearly twenty years later on June 10, 2010, Assistant
Attorney General Thomas E. Perez remarked at the
National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) Annual
Conference:

"In the two decades since its enactment,
the ADA has revolutionized the way the
rest of society thinks about individuals
with disabilities, and it revolutionized the
way that people with disabilities live in
our communities."

MATRIX THEATRE HONORS JUSTIN
DART, DISABILITY RIGHTS PIONEER

Twenty years ago Justin Dart was one of the leading
pioneers of the disability rights movement. The
Americans with Disabilities Act became law in a great
part through the efforts of Justin Dart and the coalition
he lead. After being appointed by President Ronald
Reagan as vice-chair of the National Council on
Disability, Justin Dart and his Council toured the
nation, at their own expense, meeting with activists in
every state. The Council then drafted a national policy
that called for national civil rights legislation to end
discrimination of people with disabilities; this later
became the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. He
has also received many awards including the Presidential
Medal of Freedom from President Bill Clinton.

Justin Dart

As part of the 20th anniversary celebration of the
American with Disabilities Act, the Matrix Theatre
Company has created a giant hero puppet to
memorialize Justin Dart. The Matrix Theatre has
gathered a group of performers they call the “Justin
D’artists.” This group of performers, dancers,
puppeteers, storytellers, and musicians will travel to
various locations with the Matrix’s new giant puppet of
Justin Dart. The group will present the story of Justin
Dart, and the movement to pass the Americans with
Disabilities Act along with stories exploring the range
and beauty of human diversity. The “Justin D’artist” will
perform at events including the ADA 20th anniversary
celebration sponsored by United Cerebral Palsy at Burgh
Park in Southfield on July 9th and Disability Pride
Parade in Chicago IL on July 24th-July 25th.

For more information, or if you have any questions, call
Robert Wotypka at the Matrix Theatre, 313-967-0999 or
email him at rwotypka@matrixtheatre.org.

To learn more about the Matrix’s Justin Dart Giant
Hero Puppet project, read the postings about its creation
on the Matrix’s blog:
http://matrixtheartre.blogspot.com.



MICHIGAN PARTNERS FOR FREEDOM
LOCAL LEADERS SUMMIT
By Renee Uitto

Michigan Partners for
Freedom held their
annual Summit on June
19th in Grand Rapids.
The main purpose of the
group is to spread the
word about Self-
Determination. This
group encourages Local
Leaders to tell their
personal stories about
how Self-Determination

has affected their lives and what they’re doing in their
lives because of Self-Determination. Tips and
encouragement on how to be a good promoter of Self-
Determination were shared throughout the summit.

Ami Adamski, Jeff Guthrie, Renee Uitto, Sarah
Vinnay, Kim Rosario, and David Taylor at the Summit

STATE BUDGET UPDATE
By Renee Uitto

Legislators in the State of Michigan are currently
working on the budget for fiscal
year 2011. The Community Health
Boards serving the Detroit-Wayne
County CMH Agency, Macomb
Community Mental Health Agency,
and Oakland CMH Authority have

passed a joint resolution asking their state legislators to
take a stand to end the disproportionate cuts, which
have totaled over $37 million. Over the last two years,
the Metro Detroit area has seen a 30% increase in
demand for mental health and substance abuse services.
There is some discussion that the State of Michigan
might even take MORE cuts after new officials take
office in January.

We all need to contact our State Representatives and
Senators and DEMAND that we cannot have more cuts.

YOU CAN CALL ME RAY

Just because some state and county policies use the term “consumer”, does that mean that we need to allow ourselves
to be labeled as “consumers”………NO!

Just because others may call us “their clients”, does that mean that we need to label
ourselves as “a client”………NO!

As advocates for a better tomorrow, one of our very important roles is to speak up
when we feel we are being labeled.

We CAN change the way the policies are written, and the way people speak about
people with disabilities, but we need to start with changing the way we speak about ourselves.

My name is Ray, and that is what I like to be called.......Actually, that is what I INSIST on being called -
and you can too!! Use your day to day conversations to teach people about People-First language, and let
them know how you feel about labels.

Remember my message - Language shapes attitudes, and that means that People-First language is
important to us all!



DAN MORAN AWARD FOR INCLUSION
& ADVOCACY 2010

Oakland County CMH will be
presenting their annual award in
honor of the life and work of Dan
Moran. This year’s award will be
presented at the Self-Determination
Conference on August 25, 2010.

The award will honor a person who
currently receives services through the public mental
health system in Oakland County. The nominee
should be a strong advocate for the rights of people
with disabilities and mental illness and exhibit the
same type of qualities that Dan possessed including:
raising awareness and educating others about mental
illness or developmental disabilities, respecting and
valuing differences, working to promote fairness and
equity, breaking down boundaries, supporting and
organizing activities, serving as a mentor/volunteer,
encouraging the best in others, demonstrating
leadership, helping others develop and share resources,
and serving as a positive role model to others.

If you are interested in nominating someone for this
award contact Diana Kaszyca at (248) 547-2668 or visit
the OCCMHA website www.occmha.org for a
Nomination form. The nominations must be
submitted to Oakland County CMH Authority by July
16, 2010.

SSEELLFF--DDEETTEERRMMIINNAATTIIOONN CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE 22001100
SSaavvee tthhee DDaattee

Whose Life Is It Anyway?!

Self-Determination
Conference 2010

Somerset Inn
2601 West Big Beaver Road

Troy, MI 48084

Watch for registration materials for this one-day,
no cost event, space is limited

Call Debbie Wisser at 248-858-0929
for registration information

ANNUAL EVENING WITH FRIENDS
AWARD NOMINATION TIME

The annual “Evening with Friends”
event will be held on Thursday,
September 23, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at

Laurel Manor in Livonia. That night we will honor
people CLS supports that are living life to the fullest,
strengthening relationships and/or are involved in
their community. Also recognized will be people who
have encouraged relationships and helped people CLS
supports to succeed. This could be an employer, a staff
person, a provider, a friend, the local company, a co-
worker, a neighbor, etc. Anyone associated with CLS
can nominate a person or organization. A person may
be nominated in more than one category.

If you are interested in nominating someone for an
award, contact Diana Kaszyca at (248) 547-2668 for a
Nomination form. The nominations must be
submitted to Community Living Services by July 19,
2010.

SARAH’S CORNER

Thank you Sarah for sharing another inspirational poem with the
CLS/OC CAC Newsletter readers!

Sarah with Kim Rosario and Debbie Wisser at a
Walk a Mile in My Shoes Rally

Someone stretched out their hand,
In me they believe.

A sense of encouragement given,
My dreams I can achieve.

Given a second chance
To put smiles on others’ faces.

I’ll never give up,
As I’m going too many places!

~Sarah Annmarie Vinnay



BUILDING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER!

The Michigan Peer Support Conference took place on
June 22nd and 23rd in Lansing. The intent of this
conference was to share innovative practices, and
provide information on the valuable roles and services
that can be provided by Peer Support Specialists and
Peer Mentors. Community Living Services was
represented fabulously at this conference with the
following peers being conference speakers: Kim
Rosario, David Taylor, Ray Schuholz, John Toppi, and
the Traveling Transition Team of Ryan Gray, Aaron
Castle, and David DeWitt Taylor. Their speeches
promoted Person-Centered Planning, Self-
Determination, Successful School Transition
Planning, and Person-First Language. We are very
proud to have such terrific Peer Mentors and public
speakers as our CLS partners!

Ray Schuholz and
John Toppi are
pictured with Marcia
Probst, Peer Support
Specialist from the
Recovery Institute and
member of the
conference planning
committee.

AN OPEN LETTER FROM LARRY

MT. PLEASANT CENTER UPDATE

The Mt. Pleasant Center officially
closed its doors on September 10,
2009. As advocates for FREEDOM,
we continue to monitor the status of
the people who went from the Mt.
Pleasant Center to Caro Hospital,

and we are delaying our celebration of the end of
institutionalization in Michigan until each of those
people have made it back to their home communities.
At the time of this newsletter printing, two people
remain in Caro, and they reportedly have plans to
return to their communities by the end of
summer….we will continue to keep you posted!

of Oakland County

3270 Greenfield Rd.
Berkley, MI 48072

Phone: 248-547-2668
Fax: 248-547-3052

www.comlivserv.com

Thank you Larry for sharing your letter with “The Happening” readers. The best of luck to you in all your endeavors.



IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT CCAACC MMEEEETTIINNGG

On Monday, July 26th, Jillian Trumbull from Oakland County CMH will be attending the CLS/OC
CAC Meeting at the Berkley Library to get feedback on their Annual Plan. They will be explaining
their five strategic priorities: Empowerment, Focus on Children, Strengthening Foundations-
Programs, Strengthening Foundations- Administration & Operations, and Managing in the Face of
Fiscal Adversity. Please plan on attending this important meeting at the Berkley Library from 2-4pm,
on July 26th.

LET’S GO CAMPING!!! On Tuesday, August 31st we are going to Camp Cavell in Lexington, MI, which is on
Lake Huron. We will be carpooling and plan on leaving at 11am on Tuesday, August 31st. We will be returning on
Wednesday, September 1st, at approximately 6:00pm.

This overnight CLS/OC event was a great time last year. ALL adults are welcome to attend. We will be staying in
wheelchair accessible cabins. Our group activities will include swimming, a bonfire, a hayride and more. The cost is
$50 per person. If you are interested in going, call Ami Adamski at (248) 547-2668 by August 2nd to reserve your
spot.

Outdoor Fun at Camp Cavell

UPCOMING EVENTS

CLS/OC Summer Picnic will be held Thursday,
July 15th from 1-4pm at Jaycee
Park in Berkley. Jaycee Park is
located on Webster, north of
12 Mile, between Bacon and
Phillips. Everyone is welcome.
CLS/OC will provide hotdogs

and beverages. Those attending should bring a dish
to share (salads, desserts, bag of chips, etc.). For more
information call Diana Kaszyca at 248-547-2668.

THINGS TO DO IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Downtown Farmington Founders Festival on
July 15th – 17th is a weekend of music,
food, and fun activities geared for all
ages. Take a stroll through the
Crafters Marketplace and Farmers and
Artisans Market. Visit the Main Stage

for great music and catch a Movie Under the Stars.
Cheer on a parade, make crafts with the kids and run
around the Go PlayGround. There is a lot to see and
do. For more information visit their website at
www.foundersfestival.com.

Oak Park Independence Parade and Fun Day
will take place on Monday, July 5th at
Shepherd Park. The parade will begin at
11am at 9mile and Coolidge. Also, from
10am-3pm enjoy food booths, games,
petting farm, pony rides, dunk tank, family
games and more. At 1pm listen to the live
band the “Sun Messengers” on stage. For
more information call the Oak Park
Department of Recreation at 248-691-7555.

The 2009 gang at Camp CavellA group of camp goers having some fun
at their cabin Camp Cavell



Free Summer Concerts at Heritage Park in
Farmington Hills. The
Heritage Park amphitheater
provides the perfect setting
for outdoor music with its
natural surroundings. The

park is located at 24915 Farmington Road. All
concerts start at 7pm on Thursday nights and last until
approximately 8:30pm. Concert goers are encouraged
to bring a blanket or lawn chair and maybe even a
picnic dinner.

July’s concert schedule is:
July 8 Rock & Soul – Oldies and contemporary pop
July 22 Jeremy Kittel – Celtic, country, jazz violinist
July 29 Farmington Community Big Band Jazz

standards and vocals

The “Quake on the Lake” in Waterford on
Pontiac Lake has a reputation as
one of the premier summertime
events in/around Oakland
County, Michigan.

The “Quake on the Lake” is an
exciting event of Hydroplane

races and live concerts. Hydroplane owners and
drivers make this a must attend event since its
inception, many have witnessed world-record racing
performances from the top teams in the business. In
addition to enjoying the races you can have some fun
at an awesome carnival complete with midway as well
as national musical recording artists headlining the
stage on Friday and Saturday evening.

Mark your calendars for July 15th-18th and join one of
Oakland County’s Greatest Summertime Happening,
supporting the Rainbow Connection and other local
grass root initiatives!! The cost is $10 for adults, $5 for
kids (5-12 years old), and free for children 4 and
under. All carnival rides wrists band are $20. For
more information including directions and concert
line up visit their website at www.quakeonthelake.org.

American Polish Festival & Craft Show in
Sterling Heights on July 9th -11th is a
very lively and fun family event. The
festival offers a diverse mix of local
music, art and Polish/American
cuisine at a very reasonable cost.
During the festival, there will be non-

stop stage performances, including a few dance groups
and music bands, delicious Polish food, imported
Polish beer, inflatables for the kids and an outdoor
craft show. The festival will take place at the Macomb
County Freedom Hill Park, 15000 Metro Parkway in
Sterling Heights. For more information call (586) 731-
2866.

LIVING HOPE SERIES – By Sherri Rushman
These training sessions are designed
to encourage, educate, and
empower people receiving public
mental health services and their
allies. The trainings are open to all.

Social Work credits are available.

The Power of Hope: A Breath of Fresh Air with Fran
King will take place on July 15th from 9:30-11:30am at
Easter Seals Michigan Collaborative Solutions, 269
Summit Drive in Waterford. Participants will learn
how to be a Hope Giver and a Hope Receiver. A Hope
Stealer will be discussed and why people don’t want to
become one.

Understanding Self-Determination: Is it for Me?
This workshop will be presented on July 13th from
9:30-11:30pm at Easter Seals Michigan, 22170 W.
Nine Mile Road in Southfield. This workshop will be
presented with Jeff Guthrie and Kim Rosario.
Participants will learn the principles of Self-
Determination, how to use these tools, and how to
have more control over their lives. Individuals will
share their experiences with Self-Determination.

Contact Debbie Wisser at 248-858-0929 or at
RegisterMe@occmha.org to register for any of these
trainings. Please leave a message with your name, the
name of the training and the date. If you leave a
message, you will be registered for the training.

“THE HAPPENING” NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL!!
Would you like a nice, color version of “the Happening” Newsletter e-mailed to you
every month? You can save some trees and receive a beautiful color version of the
newsletter sent directly to your e-mail. All you have to do is contact Diana Kaszyca at
CLS/OC by phone at 248-547-2668 or by e-mail at dkaszyca@comlivserv.com




